Overview of Dutch Agri-Food Exports to South Korea in 2025

Dutch agri-food exports to South Korea increased in 2025, reaching a total value
of €585 million—a 9.4% rise over the previous year. Despite the South Korean
won (KRW) reaching its lowest value against the dollar since the 2000s, local
inflation of agricultural produce (driven by climate change and rising energy costs)
and a growing appetite for Western cuisine allowed exports to overcome
exchange rate challenges.

The agriculture team at the embassy of the Netherlands in Seoul monitors the trade between
the Netherlands and South Korea and, when necessary, facilitates the businesses, removing
trade barriers. Each year an overview of the exports is provided to assist the companies and
highlight the rising opportunities in South Korea for Dutch companies. It is thereby important to
emphasize that the importance of technology exchange and export of high-tech technology has
increased, as the agriculture team at the embassy seeks to boost the resilience and
sustainability of the local South Korean agri-food system.

The largest agri-food export commodity in 2025 was pork, followed by milk powder
preparation, cocoa powder, butter preparation, starch, and cheese. Pork and milk powder

preparation were ranked in the 3™ and 5% places respectively by export value among all the
trade commodities, including non-agricultural products exported from the Netherlands to

South Korea.

Fig.1 Agri-food exports from the Netherlands to South Korea by year
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Table 1. Top 10 Dutch agri-food commodities exported to South Korea (2024-2025)

Pork 122 Pork 141
- Milk powger 102 Milk pow.der 108
preparation preparation
- Beer 25 Cocoa powder 241
- Cheese 23 Butter preparation 22
. Dextrin/Modified
- Feed preparation 20 Starch 21
- Butter preparation 17 Cheese 20
- Cocoa powder 16 Soybean oil 197
ReRniedics 15 Preserved vegetables 17
Starch
- Preserved vegetables 14 Feed preparation 17
- Food prqcessmg 13 Beer 144,
machinery
Pork

Dutch pork exports increased in 2025, despite the depreciation of the South Korean won and
the broader economic slowdown. While overall pork imports to South Korea decreased by
1.8%, only a few countries saw growth, with the Netherlands recording a 15.5% increase.
Although Germany resumed exports—which had been suspended due to Foot-and-Mouth
Disease (FMD)—German exports have struggled to recover as their previous market share has
been captured by Spain, the Netherlands, and Austria. The Netherlands is now the 5th largest
exporter of pork to South Korea, trailing only the US, Spain, Canada, and Chile, and has moved
up one spot in the rankings. Approximately 88% of Dutch pork exports to South Korea by value
consisted of frozen pork belly (Samgyeopsal), primarily for Korean BBQ. While local pork is
generally twice as expensive as imported pork, Korean consumers maintain a strong preference
for domestic products. Consequently, local pork dominates the retail market, while imported
pork is primarily supplied to the food service and restaurant sectors.

Milk powder preparation

Exports of Dutch milk powder preparations also rose in 2025. This specific blend of milk and
whey powder was developed to capitalize on zero-tariff rates under the South Korea-EU FTA.
Exports dropped in 2024 due to an overproduction of local milk, which created a surplus of
domestic milk powder that competed with imported products. However, exports recovered in
2025 as the local market stabilized. The Netherlands is the largest exporter of milk powder
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preparation, accounting for 61% of the market. As local raw milk in South Korea costs more
than twice the world's average raw milk, the demand for high-quality dairy ingredients from
abroad is high. The Netherlands has a good name in the Korean market for its high-quality dairy
chain. Dutch milk powder preparation is mainly used in the Korean dairy and confectionary
sectors.

Protein products continue to be popular among adult consumers for diet, sports and immunity.
South Korea increasingly imported Dutch milk powder products, such as whey protein, goat

milk protein, and lactoferrin, as raw materials for the protein products.

Fig.2 Pork and milk powder preparation exports from the Netherlands to South Korea by year
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Cocoa powder

Cocoa powder imports have increased since 2024, diverging from the general trend of
preferring high-quality materials such as cocoa mass or butter. This shift is driven by a global
shortage of cocoa ingredients and their rising prices. Consequently, Korean importers are
increasingly turning to cocoa powder, which remains relatively affordable. Another factor is the
aforementioned 'protein boom'; cocoa powder is used to enhance the flavor of protein-based
products. The recent surge in popularity of cocoa-based desserts has further fueled this
demand.

The Netherlands is the largest exporter of cocoa powder, accounting for 29.9% of the market,
followed by Singapore and Malaysia.
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Soybean oil

The Netherlands is emerging as a key supplier of soybean oil to the South Korean market.
Traditionally, major Korean food companies have imported soybeans from Brazil or the U.S. to
produce oil locally, which also allowed them to supply soymeal to the domestic livestock sector.
However, rising energy and labor costs in South Korea have led to an increase in the
importation of finished soybean oil products. While Argentina remains the world’s leading
exporter, Vietnam and China are gaining market share due to their competitive pricing and
logistical advantages. Meanwhile, exports from the Netherlands are soaring, driven by its
reputation for high quality and the "Made in the Netherlands" brand.

Beer

Dutch beer exports to South Korea have been in continuous decline since 2024. Consequently,
the Netherlands has fallen from 2nd to 4th place in market share, trailing behind Japan, the
U.S., and China. While total beer imports grew by 5%, European exporters suffered a significant
loss in value, with the Netherlands specifically experiencing a sharp 42% drop. Market shares
previously held by European nations were largely captured by the "Big Three"—Japan, China,
and the U.S. A primary driver of this shift was pricing; Dutch brands implemented price
increases, whereas Japanese brands maintained stable pricing in the local market, bolstered by
the continued depreciation of the yen. Historically, South Korean beer imports have been
heavily influenced by geopolitical tensions. In 2025, a stable diplomatic climate with Japan,
China, and the U.S. fostered a surge in their exports, directly eroding the Dutch market position.

Others

Dutch exports have increased despite the severe depreciation of the Korean won. Of particular
note is the growth in dextrin and modified starch, which are widely used in Home Meal
Replacements (HMR) and as clean-label substitutes for food additives—a shift driven by the
"natural food" trend. Additionally, there is a notable rise in preserved vegetables, fueled by an
increasing consumer preference for Western cuisine. Other sectors gaining trade importance
include coffee, malt extract, agricultural machinery and butter. Should the won's depreciation
reverse, Dutch exports are expected to see even further growth next year.
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