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Did you know?

Did you know?

Latest publications

» Ethiopia has launched Digital Ethiopia 2030 (DE2030), a

national roadmap to accelerate the country’s digital
transformation and harness technologies to drive
inclusive economic growth, innovation, and improved
governance. Building on the successes of Digital Ethiopia
2025, DE2030 aims to strengthen infrastructure, foster
innovation, and build institutions and partnerships for a
resilient, locally rooted digital economy.

Digital Ethiopia Vision 2030

The National Bank of Ethiopia has unveiled a draft
"BRIDGE 2030," a five-year strategy to modernize the
nation’s financial architecture. The draft roadmap seeks
to cement a cash-lite economy by capitalizing on
regulatory reforms that opened the market to foreign
competition. BRIDGE 2030 envisions an innovative,
integrated, and inclusive digital payments ecosystem.

BRIDGE 2030: National Digital Payments Strategy (2026-
2030)

Ethiopia’s 2025 economic performance highlights strong
GDP growth driven by industry and agriculture, fiscal
consolidation, and improved foreign reserves despite
currency depreciation. It also identifies challenges in
private sector finance, low human capital, and high urban
youth unemployment, while noting opportunities in
industrial expansion, greenfield FDI, and formalization of
key sectors like gold and horticulture.

Ethiopia Year End State of the Economy- 2025

The National Bank of Ethiopia has directed all financial
institutions to integrate and harmonize customer
accounts with the national digital identity system, Fayda,
marking a step towards digital finance and transparency.

Did you know?

Ethiopia is projected to become the world’s fifth fastest-
growing economy in 2026, with an expected growth rate
of 7.3%, driven by ongoing structural reforms and strong
international support.

Did you know?

Ethiopia is going paperless in trade facilitation as the
Ministry of Transport and Logistics and the Ethiopian
Customs Commission agreed to fully digitize their
import-export communications.

Did you know?

Ethiopia and Kenya have sighed a Simplified Border
Trade Regime to make cross-border trade easier for
small-scale traders, expand access to basic goods,
reduce informal trade, and boost livelihoods.

Did you know?

Ethiopia and the African Development Bank have signed
a USD 184 million grant to fund Phase Il of the Ethiopia-
Djibouti-South Sudan Transport Corridor Project. The
corridor, carrying over 90% of Ethiopia’s maritime trade,

Did you know?

Ethiopia has launched a new National Digital Payment
Strategy (2026-2030) alongside an Instant Payment
System to expand digital payments, improve
interoperability, and strengthen financial inclusion.
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Newsflashes

Horticulture Highlights

Advancing Ethiopia’s Horticulture Frontier: A Call for
Geospatial Mapping

The article calls for Ethiopia’s Ministry of Agriculture to
develop a geospatial Horticulture Resource Atlas,
modeled on the Manufacturing Industry Resource Atlas,
to guide strategic planning, investment, and improve
productivity and export potential across the country’s
diverse agroecological zones. Capital Newspaper has
more information on the topicin here.

Rising Fertiliser Prices Leave Farmers Counting the Cost

Ethiopian farmers are struggling with sharply rising fertiliser
prices, urea and DAP costs have jumped over 40 %
year-on-year, forcing many to reduce or skip fertiliser use,
which threatens crop productivity and farm incomes. This
price surge, driven by global market conditions and high
import costs, is adding financial strain on smallholders and
raising concerns about agricultural output and food security.
This article of Addisfortune has more on the topic.

Ethiopia Fosters Favorable Integrated Agro-Industrial
Parks (IAIPs) Investment Climate

Macroeconomic Developments

NBE Begins Review of Central Bank Digital Currency
Options

The National Bank of Ethiopia has begun exploring
frameworks for a Central Bank Digital Currency (CBDC),
examining how a digital birr could integrate with existing
monetary and payment systems. The study aims to assess
potential benefits for financial inclusion, transparency,
and efficiency, as well as challenges related to privacy,
cybersecurity, and regulation, ahead of any future
implementation. Read more in this article.

Addis Ababa Revenue Bureau tightens oversight on
bank account freezing to protect taxpayers

The Addis Ababa Revenue Bureau has tightened rules on
account freezes, requiring branch offices to obtain head-
office approval before suspending taxpayer bank
accounts, aiming to curb arbitrary actions that disrupted
business operations. The measures are designed to
balance compliance enforcement with fairness. Capital
News has more on the topic.

IMF Reaches Staff Level Agreement on the Fourth
Review of the Extended Credit Facility for Ethiopia

The IMF and Ethiopian authorities have reached a staff-
level agreement on the fourth review of Ethiopia’s
economic program under the Extended Credit Facility,
pending final approval by IMF management and the
Executive Board. The review highlights strong
macroeconomic performance, driven by gold, electricity,
and agricultural production as stated in here.
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Speaking at the Integrated Agro-industrial Parks investment
forum on Dec 25", Minister of Industry Melaku Alebel
emphasized the administration's commitment to enhancing
the IAIP’s development through various support measures,
including incentives for investors. Melaku noted that
investors in these parks benefit from reduced investment
costs, ready access to inputs, and substantial government
backing. More information can be found in this article..

Ethiopia’s Central Bank Reaffirms Commitment to Efficient
Export Currency Management

The National Bank of Ethiopia reaffirmed its commitment to
safeguarding foreigh exchange and strengthening
accountability after Governor Eyob Tekalign held high-level
consultations on Dec 1°* with coffee, sesame, and pulses
exporters to address persistent gaps in export earnings
repatriation and promote responsible export practices. More
information can be found here.

Majority of FDI Projects Go Unrealized, Ethiopian Investment Commission Asleep at Wheel: Report

A new Anti-Corruption Commission report reveals that less than 40 % of foreign direct investment (FDI) projects approved
in Ethiopia over the past six years have become operational, with many investors facing challenges like lack of support,
infrastructure gaps, and administrative follow-ups. The report criticizes the Ethiopian Investment Commission for weak
after-investment support and poor handling of incentives, contributing to underperformance and unrealised investor
potential, highlighting the need for stronger post-approval facilitation to improve FDI outcomes. This article of The
Reporter Ethiopia has more on the topic.
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Launching of the NL-Ethiopia agri-biodiversity strategy

The Agricultural team of the

Biodiversity & Climate Watch

ATI and ASDEPO Launch Joint Program to Strengthen
Climate Resilient Smallholder Farming

and the Netherlands to advance biodiversity conservation,
climate-resilient agriculture, and sustainable food systems

through strategic collaboration and shared commitment.

Manufacturers Pledge to Support Ethiopia’s Green Economy

Development

At the second Green
Mobility Exhibition and
Forum 2025 in Addis
Ababa, manufacturers
reaffirmed their
commitment to
advancing Ethiopia’s
green economy through
renewable energy and
electric mobility

WK® 2025

innovations. The government outlined plans to expand the
electric vehicle fleet to 500,000 by 2030, while the exhibition
served as a platform to showcase local initiatives, attract
investment, and foster collaboration. Ethiopian News Agency

Netherlands ~ Embassy in  pthiopia’s Agricultural Transformation Institute and
Addis Ababa official launch  ASpEPO have signed a cooperation agreement to
the - N.L—Eth|op|a Agri-  promote sustainable agriculture and enhance climate
Biodiversity Strategy, With regjlience among Ethiopian farming communities.
¢ the active participation of Formalized through a Memorandum of Understanding,
| their partners. The launch the collaboration will prioritize smallholder farmers while
represents an important  dyancing food security.

The partnership will emphasize mutual learning through
joint trainings, collaborative surveys, and knowledge
exchange to address root agricultural challenges,
generate evidence, and scale best practices.

Ethiopia Set to Realize Green Mobility Strategy, Ensure
Maritime Transport

Ethiopia is pushing forward its Green Mobility Strategy
and pursuing maritime access to support development,
with the Transportation Minister saying the country will
expand electric and climate-friendly transport and
improve logistics through digital systems. This article has
more on the topic.

Ethiopia's Bale Mountains Park Tourism Soars, Local
Economy Boosted

Ethiopia’s Bale Mountains National Park has seen a sharp
rise in tourist (both domestic and international) arrivals
and revenue, driven by improved infrastructure and its
UNESCO World Heritage status. This increase has
boosted income for the park and surrounding

has more for you on the topic in here.

communities. Read here for more information.

Livestock Lens

Livestock Commercialization

The Livestock Commercialization Program uses the
Agricultural Commercialization Cluster (ACC) clustering
approach to boost production, market linkages, and
incomes in poultry, dairy, red meat, and apiculture, while
enhancing nutrition. In collaboration with the Ministry of
Agriculture and partners, the program has conducted key
studies, national strategies & piloted innovative initiatives.
Read more in here.

Ethiopia Stepping Up Measures to Boost Livestock Export
Revenue

Ethiopia is intensifying efforts to boost livestock export
revenue by modernizing the livestock trade chain and
building modern trading centers across regions, aiming to
increase export earnings and foreign exchange inflows
while reducingillegal live animal trade. This article has more
on the topic.

Haramaya University Researchers Develop Drought-
Resistant Animal Fodder

Haramaya University has developed and is scaling up “Lyme
Grass,” a resilient animal fodder variety set to transform
livestock productivity across Ethiopia’s semi-arid regions.
The grass, now introduced in multiple districts of East
Hararghe Zone and Dire Dawa, matures within 1-1.5
months, tolerates frost, drought, and poor soils, and can be
harvested up to five times per season. Read more here.

Equipping labs and animal health frontliners against
outbreaks

Ethiopia is boosting outbreak prevention through the EPPR,
(Ethio-Pandemic Multi-Sectoral Prevention, Preparedness
and Response) project, training animal health workers,
rapid response teams, and lab experts to detect and contain
animal and zoonotic diseases. The project upgrades labs,
strengthens surveillance across hundreds of woredas. here
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Other Related News

Ethiopia’s Land Policy Choking Agricultural Finance

Ethiopia’s land policy continues to hinder agricultural
financing, blocking farmers from credit, keeping banks out of
rural markets, and limiting investment in the sector. Despite
reforms such as land certification, movable property laws, and
otherinitiatives aiming to expand agricultural credit, structural
weaknesses in land governance including fragmented
administration, weak valuation systems, and politicization
undermine lenders’ confidence. Read more in here.

Ethiopias WTO Accession Process Gains Momentum

Ethiopia’s bid to join the WTO has entered a critical
phase, with renewed progress reported in ongoing
accession negotiations. Ethiopia has completed six
negotiation rounds and responded to over 1,050
questions from WTO members. Officials aim to secure
membership by 2026, which is expected to enhance
market access, investment predictability, and support
economic reforms according to this article.

Ethiopia, Netherlands Strengthen Economic and Political Ties

A . Dutch Minister for Foreign Trade and Development Aukje de
Vries visited Ethiopia in the second week of Dec, meeting
State Minister of Finance Semereta Sewasew to discuss
expanding trade and investment, building on over 100 years
of diplomatic and economic relations and the active presence
of Dutch firms in agriculture and horticulture. In a separate
meeting with Ethiopian Foreign Minister Gedion Timothewos,
the two countries signed a Memorandum of Understanding to %
: 5 i deepen cooperation across political, economic, and multilateral areas, establlshlng a
framework for regular consultations and scaling up trade and investment. You can read more on here and here.

Ethiopia Unveils National Digital Food Composition Table
to Boost Nutrition Security

The Commercial Bank of Ethiopia (CBE) Introduces
Agricultural Loan for Farmers and Pastoralists

Ethiopia has launched a national digital Food Composition
web-based database to strengthen nutrition information
systems. The platform will provide up-to-date nutrient data
to inform health, nutrition, and agricultural programs and
policymaking. More can be found in here.

CBE launched new loan services aimed at boosting
production and productivity among smallholder farmers
and pastoralists. The initiative, part of a broader Agricultural
Finance Roadmap, aims to expand rural access to formal
credit. Ethiopian News Agency has more on this topic.

Events & Development

African Union Conference On Digital Agriculture Ethiopia Hosted Major Capital Market Summit

The African Union Commission successfully hosted the Ethiopia hosted the Second Ethiopian Capital Market

Inaugural African Union Conference on Digital Agriculture. The  symmit. Discussions focused on  strengthening
conference brought together partners from various sub- regulatory foundations, market infrastructure, and
sectors to share knowledge, showcase successful initiatives, investment access. The summit also showcased

and develop strategies for scaling digital technologies in
Africa’s agriculture sector.

initiatives such as a planned startup incubation project by
Ethiopian Investment Holdings.

Invest in Ethiopia 2026 High-Level Business Forum in
March

Trade Mission to Ethiopia for Dutch Horticulture
Companies

Ethiopia will host the fourth edition of the Invest in
Ethiopia High-Level Business Forum on March 26 - 27,
2026, in Addis Ababa. The two-day forum will be held at
the Skylight Hotel and is expected to bring together
international  investors, business representatives,
policymakers, and development partners and is intended
to provide an opportunity to discuss Ethiopia’s investment
environment and recent economic developments.

Van 23 tot 27 maart 2026 organiseert RVO, samen met de
Nederlandse ambassade en Dutch Greenhouse Delta (DGD),
een handels- en kennismissie naar Ethiopié voor Nederlandse
tuinbouwbedrijven. De missie richt zich op kasoplossingen,
water- & energiebeheer, agro-logistiek, kennisontwikkeling
en omvat een bezoek aan de HortiFlora International
Tradefair.Geinteresseerd in deelname?, registreer hier:
https://Inkd.in/dmC-ECdC
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