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atest publications

> Ethiopia with its diverse climate and rich natural

resource has long been recognized as one of the most
important honey producers in Africa and the world.
Apiculture holds a unique place in the socio -economic
fabric of the nation, not only as a source of livelihood
for millions of rural households but also as a vital
contributor to  sustainable  agriculture  and
environmental conservation.

National Apiculture Development Strategy

The 2025 Ethiopia Country Focus Report is about
Making Ethiopia’s Capital Work Better for Its
Development. The report identifies opportunities and
recommends measures to make Ethiopia’s fiscal,
financial, human, natural, and business capital the
main driver of Ethiopia’s structural transformation.

Ethiopia: Country Focus Report 2025

The article, published in the International Journal of
Forest Research, examines the relationship between
agroforestry practices, livelihood diversification, and
household wellbeing among smallholder farmers in
Sidama, Ethiopia. It analyzes how farmers integrate
different land-use systems and income sources across
agroecological zones. The paper aims to inform
policies and interventions that enhance wellbeing
through sustainable agroforestry development.

Agroforestry Practices, Livelihood Diversification, and
Their Association With Wellbeing Status

Did you know?

Did you know?

Ethiopia has secured more than 2.48 billion USD from
exports during the first quarter of the current Ethiopian
Fiscal Year, surging by 65 percent compared to the same
period last year.

Did you know?

The National Bank of Ethiopia (NBE) is set to launch a
regulatory sandbox by the end of 2025, a landmark
initiative designed to accelerate financial technology
innovation in a controlled environment.

Did you know?

Ethiopia has entered a strategic partnership with
European EV manufacturer Battswap to establish the
country’s first local electric vehicle production plant in
Addis Ababa.

Did you know?

The Ethiopian Mineral Corporation (EMC) and Sunbird
Bioenergy Africa have signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) to advance Ethiopia’s renewable
energy and biofuel production.

Did you know?

The government of Ethiopia has announced tax
exemptions on all types of dry and liquid cargo vehicles,
as well as public transport vehicles powered entirely by
natural gas.

Did you know?

The Ethio-Djibouti Railway (EDR) SC is undergoing a
major structural transformation into a holding company,
supported by a new World Bank-funded initiative.
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Newsflashes

Surge in price of Tomatoes

Tomato prices in Addis Abeba have surged to record levels,
almost triple last year’s rates driven by soaring input costs,
currency depreciation, and supply shortages. The weaker
Birr has doubled the price of imported fertilizers,
pesticides, and seeds, while rising fuel and transport costs
have forced many farmers to quit tomato production.
Read more on the topicin here.

Horticulture Highlights

Ethiopia’s Cut Flower Industry: A New Era of Fair Pricing
and Transparency

The Ethiopian Ministry of Agriculture finalized a pivotal
minimum floor price study in a strategic move to bolster
Ethiopia’s cut flower export sector. This comprehensive
update, crafted through extensive consultations with flower
producers and exporters, intricately weaves vital data on
flower repatriation and export performance across Ethiopia’s
diverse agro-ecological zones, reflecting the dynamic nature
of the market as reported in here.
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Macroeconomic Developments

COMESA Launches Digital Payments Platform to Boost
Cross-Border Trade

The Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa
(COMESA) has launched a Digital Retail Payments Platform
that will allow businesses across its 21 member states,
including Ethiopia, Kenya, and Egypt, to settle trade
transactions directly in local currencies. The initiative aims
to reduce transaction costs and eliminate dependence on
hard currencies such as the U.S. dollar for regional
payments. You can get more information in here.

Ethiopia Begins Shipment of Goods Under AfCFTA Trade
Deal

Ethiopia has marked a major economic milestone by
officially starting the shipment of goods under the
framework of the African Continental Free Trade Area
(AfCFTA) agreement. The first batch of goods, including
meat, fruits, and various agricultural products, was
dispatched to Somalia, Kenya, and South Africa via both
land and air transport. Read more on the topic here.

New EIB and EU Funding to Boost Rural Finance in
Ethiopia to complement National Priorities

Ethiopia has secured USD 110 million in financing from the
European Investment Bank (EIB) to implement the third
phase of the Rural Financial Intermediation Program
(RUFIP 111), as reported in this article. Additionally, the
Ministry of Finance and the European Union (EU) have also
signed a 90 million Euro financing agreement for the
Annual Action Plan (AAP)-2025, designed to complement
key national initiatives, as reported in here

Investment Shifts from Blanket Tax Breaks to

Performance-Based Incentives

The federal government is making a major shift in its
investment incentive regime, replacing broad tax holidays
with a performance-based, sector-specific approach. The
reform aims to rationalize incentives and curb regulatory
abuse, though it has stirred debate. “Tax holidays are no
longer available,” Mulay Woldu, director of Taxation at the
Ministry of Finance declared, confirming that the benefit will
be revoked. AddisFortune News has more on this topic.

Ethiopia’s Eurobond Talks Collapse, Ministry of Finance

The Ministry of Finance has confirmed that negotiations with
private creditors over Ethiopia’s USD 1 billion Eurobond, due
in 2024, have collapsed without a deal, complicating the
country’s ongoing IMF-backed debt restructuring.
Disagreements over recovery instruments and export-linked
incentives ultimately stalled progress. The Ministry plans
urgent consultations with the IMF & the Official Creditor
Committee. Read more here for more information.

Ethiopian PM Describes Gas-Oil, Fertilizer Projects as
Macroeconomic Stabilizers

Ethiopia is fast-tracking gas and oil development in the
Somali Region to curb inflation and boost economic stability.
The first oil phase is complete, with major infrastructure for
the second phase due in two years, alongside a 1,000 MW
gas-to-power project. Domestic gas will feed a 30 million-
quintal fertilizer plant and serve as transport fuel, starting
with trucks, to lower costs and reduce import reliance.
Ethiopian News Agency has more on this topic.
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Biodiversity & Climate Watch

Designation of Anywaa Biosphere Reserve Ethiopia’s
Success in Biodiversity Protection

Ethiopia’s Anywaa Biosphere Reserve in Gambella
Regional State has been added as the 6™ Ethiopian
UNESCO World Network of Biosphere Reserves. Covering
1.8 million hectares, the reserve features six major
ecosystems, including Afromontane forests, wetlands, and
savannahs, and is valued for its rich biodiversity and
cultural heritage. Ethiopian News Agency has more on this

topic.

Ethiopia Launches Agricultural Insurance Consortium to
Shield Millions of Farmers from Climate Risks

Ethiopia’s five leading insurers, with Pula Advisors,
launched the Agricultural Insurance Consortium (AICE) to
provide index-based insurance to three million farmers by
2026, protecting 12 million smallholders from climate
risks. Find more information on the topic in here.

Ethiopia on Transformative Journey to Realize Climate
Resilient Economy: Minister

Ethiopia is advancing toward a climate-resilient economy,
emphasizing that climate action offers major economic
opportunities, Transport Minister Alemu Sime said at the
dth Africa E-Mobility Week in Addis Ababa. The country
generates 98% of its energy from renewable sources,
including hydro, wind, and solar. Ethiopian News Agency
has more on the topicin this article.

Livestock Lens

Ethiopia Launches Ambitious National Carbon Market
Strategy

The federal government is preparing to build a national
carbon market under a 10-year strategy unveiled by the
Ministry of Planning & Development. The plan aims to attract
private investment, generate high-quality carbon credits, and
integrate climate finance into Ethiopia’s broader economic
transformation agenda. AddisFortune News has more on this

topic.

Ethiopian Airlines Turns to Homegrown Biofuel in Bold
Push to Green the Skies

Ethiopian Airlines plans to replace 5% of imported jet fuel
with domestically produced SAF, potentially making Ethiopia
one of few African countries with homegrown biofuel.
Experts caution the initiative faces major commercial and
logistical challenges. More information on the topic can be
found here.

Ethiopia Holds Circular Economy Hotspot 2025

The Ethiopia Circular Economy Hotspot Event 2025 in Addis
Ababa highlighted the country’s ambitions to promote
circular economy practices and foster collaboration,
innovation, and investment. Ethiopia launched its National
Circular Economy Roadmap this year, aiming to reduce
waste and pollution through reuse, repair, refurbishment,
and recycling, EPA Director-General Lelise Neme said. You
can read more in here.

Tax relief on animal feed expected to offer lifeline for
poultry, dairy industries

Ethiopian poultry and dairy producers are awaiting a
government decision to lift taxes on animal feed, a move
expected to reduce soaring production costs and stabilize
meat, milk, and egg prices. The proposed exemption, soon
to reach the Cabinet, is part of broader efforts to modernize
the livestock industry, including the Animal Identification
and Tracking System (LITS) and reforms that have boosted
livestock exports to record levels. as stated in this article.

Other Related News

Nigat Lake Fish Harvest Creates Vital Jobs for Local
Youths

Young people in Benishangul-Gumuz are increasingly
relying on fishing in Nigat Lake, created by the GERD, as a
key source of livelihood. The lake’s abundant fish stock has
generated jobs and income for many youths. Members of
fishing associations highlighted that the fish harvest not
only supports livelihoods but is also making fish an
important local food source. You can read more on topic
here.

Ethiopia's WTO Accession Enters Final Stretch

After two decades of delay, Ethiopia’s WTO accession has
gained momentum, marked by the sixth Working Party
meeting in Geneva on September 26, 2025. Led by Trade
Minister Kassahun Gofe, the delegation aims to finalize
membership before the March 2026 Ministerial
Conference. With 35 federal agencies now involved and
bilateral talks advancing, WTO entry has become a clear
political priority. You can find more on the topic here.

Anti-Junk Food Bill Rolls Out, Ban Towards Ads at Hand

A proposed law aimed at improving nutrition and curbing
noncommunicable diseases (NCDs) in Ethiopia remains
delayed, despite rising health risks. First tabled in October
2025, the draft legislation seeks one of Africa’s strictest
regulations on industrially processed foods, setting legal
limits on trans fats, added sugars, salt, and saturated fats,
and mandating clear front-of-pack warning labels such as
“Highin Salt” or “High in Sugar.” according to this article.
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Ethiopian Import Substitution Saves $1 Billion, Secures
National Sovereignty

e el N
Ethiopia’s Import Substitution Strategy has marked a major
success, with the latest cotton harvest in the Afar Region
proving domestic production can fully meet national textile
demand. The strategy has saved USD 1.08 billion in foreign
currency over the past three months, calling it a
“fundamental guarantee of national sovereignty.” Officials
aim to raise local production’s contribution to 60%,
reinforcing industrial self-reliance and macroeconomic
stability. Read more in here.

Events & Development

Ethiopia Held first regional SPS Conference ( Oct 29-30™)

Regional Sanitary and Phytosanitary Conference (SPS) co-
hosted by the Ethiopian Agriculture Authority and the
Ethiopian Horticulture Producer Exporters Association, was
held in Addis Ababa. The event also launched the national
electronic phytosanitary certification (ePhyto System) to
digitise plant health regulation and trade certification.

Environment authority initiates public hearing for
environmental release of GM Maize MON 89

The Ethiopian Environment Protection Authority (EPA) has
opened a public hearing to evaluate environmental release
approval for MON 89034 (MON 89), a genetically modified
(GM) maize variety engineered to resist the Fall Armyworm
(FAW) pest. As read in this article, all risk assessment data
have been submitted, and the one-month public
consultation is now underway before a final decision. If
approved, Multi-Location Trials (MLTs) will be launched at
up to 12 sites across Ethiopia to test the variety’s
performance in diverse conditions.
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Public-Private Dialogue (PPD) with European businesses
(Oct 28, 2025)

The objectives of the dialogue included addressing
challenges faced by European business in Ethiopia, such as
customs and taxation matters, investment protection, legal
predictability, land leases, and coordination among
government agencies.

Netherlands Pavilion and side events at the African Livestock Exhibition and Congress (ALEC) (Oct 30 to Nov 1, 2025)

Launching of the NL Agri-Biodiversity Strategy

The final validation event for the Netherlands’ Agri-
Biodiversity Strategy will take place in mid-December.
Building on a previous workshop that gathered
stakeholder feedback, this session will officially launch and
endorse the strategy.

This year, The Netherlands Pavilions had more than 15 Dutch companies (mainly
active in dairy and poultry) and organizations present at the ALEC 2025. These
companies showed their dairy and poultry genetic breeding material, feed

. ingredients, farm, storage and processing equipment among others. The Embassy
[ also partnered with Prana Events, SNV and TRAIDE Foundation hosted side events
" as part of the ALEC 2025 on Access to Finance, Animal feed and Genetics.

The 5th All Africa Postharvest Congress & Exhibition

AAPHCE is tentatively scheduled for 9-12 December. The
event will bring together stakeholders across the continent to
share knowledge, showcase innovations, and advance
solutions for reducing postharvest losses and improving
Africa’s food systems.
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