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Latest publications Did you know? 
 Ethiopia’s Digital Agriculture Roadmap 2032 

 

The Digital Agriculture Roadmap (DAR) provides clear 
recommendations on which digital use cases should be  
prioritized and the necessary initiatives in the enabling 
environment to ensure these use cases are impactful. The  
roadmap has prioritized 12 use cases and initiatives that 
are most feasible in the current context and are also  
projected to achieve the most impact on farmers and 
pastoralists. 
 

Ethiopia's Digital Agriculture Roadmap 2032 
  

 Keynote Speech by H.E Dr Girma Amente, Minister of 
Agriculture of Ethiopia at Comprehensive Africa 
Agriculture Development Program summit 2025 
 

The speech at the CAADP Summit of the African Union, 
themed “Sustainable and Resilient Agri-food Systems for 
a Healthy and Prosperous Africa,” highlighted Ethiopia's 
commitment to advancing food security, sustainability, 
resilience, youth and women empowerment, regional 
cooperation, investment, and agricultural innovation. 
 

Keynote Speech by H.E Dr Girma Amente ,Minister of 
Agriculture of Ethiopia at CAADP Summit 2025 | African 
Union 
 

 World Economic Situation and Prospects (WESP) 2025 
 

The UN WESP 2025 presents the global and regional 
economic outlooks for the coming year. 
 

The UN's World Economic Situation and Prospects 2025 
report 
 

Did you know?  
 

Ethiopian Investment Holdings (EIH) is poised to make a 
historic return to the global stock market with plans to 
invest in multinational corporations.  

Did you know?  
 

For the first time in its history, Ethiopia has established the 
Digital Forestry Hub (DFIH), a centralized online platform 
for collecting, managing, and disseminating forestry and 
forest management data. 

Did you know? 
 

Ethiopia’s long-anticipated stock exchange went live, 
marking a turning point for an economy struggling with 
low access to finance.  

Did you know?  
 

There is a new coffee strategy and roadmap that aim to 
position Ethiopia as the world’s second-largest coffee 
bean exporter within eight years, while also increasing the 
country’s hard currency revenues by more than six times. 

Did you know?  
 

The South Ethiopia State is preparing to export organic 
bananas to the Middle East marking a significant 
development for the country's horticulture industry. 

Did you know? 
 

The Ethiopian House of Peoples’ Representatives has 
approved a draft proclamation aimed at regulating the 
trade of petroleum products. The legislation aims to 
combat smuggling, hoarding, and fuel adulteration. 
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Short Newsflashes 

Ethiopia and the Netherlands seek to strengthen 
investment and trade relations 
 

 
 

Ethiopia's State Minister of Finance, Eyob Tekalign, met with 
Netherlands Special Envoy for the Horn of Africa, Stijn 
Janssen, to promote regional integration and strengthen 
bilateral cooperation. Special Envoy Janssen responded by 
praising Ethiopia's economic changes and restating the Dutch 
government's determination to improve trade, investment, 
and development relations with Ethiopia. You can read more 
in here. 

Ethiopian MoA Announces Major Expansion In Contract 
Farming for 2024/25 Harvest 
 
The Ministry of Agriculture in Ethiopia has grown contract 
farming to produce 38 million quintals of crops during the 
2024/25 harvest season. Exportable crops like sesame and 
soybean are being harvested to boost foreign currency 
earnings, while local industries are supplied by barley, 
durum wheat, and other cereals. You can read more in 
here. 

Customs Commission Revises Price Verification 
Guidelines for Imported Goods 
 
The Ethiopian Customs Commission has revised the 
Customs Duty and Tax Payment Value Determination 
Guideline No. 158/2011 and announced changes to the 
pricing verification procedure for items imported by 
manufacturers.  The Commission implemented changes to 
streamline pricing determination and boost overall 
customs clearance efficiency after seeing the need for 
change. This article has more on the topic.  

Plastic Ban Fuels Environmental Hope But Bagging Trouble 
 
Ethiopian plastic manufacturers are opposing a bill banning 
single-use plastic bags, fearing it could disrupt their industry, 
cut billions of Birr in revenue, and force millions of workers 
out of jobs. The bill, currently under review, could lead to fines 
and imprisonment for 180 manufacturers, importers, 
distributors, and users. The ban would also require producers 
and retailers to establish collection and recycling systems.  
You can read more in here. 

Ethiopia Sees Growth In Agricultural Mechanization 
 

The Ministry of Agriculture has announced that Ethiopia’s 
tractor plowing rate has risen from 5.7% in 2020 to 25%, 
marking a development in agricultural mechanization. 
Mechanization has proven to boost productivity and 
reduce pre- and post-harvest losses. In the 2024 crop 
season, many farmers benefited from advanced 
technologies, and ongoing efforts aim to modernize 
farming practices nationwide.  You can get more 
information in here. 

 

Attracting FDI, boosting exports 
 

Ethiopian Investment Commission stated that following the 
national economic reform, Ethiopia’s move to ensure ease of 
doing business through conducting a range of reforms and 
establishing free trade zones is paying off in terms of 
increased investment and export earnings.   
 

The Commission has also engaged in a variety of activities 
that have the potential to increase the country’s investment 
alternatives and prospects. Read more in here. 

Ethiopia-Djibouti Railway achieves first profit milestone 
since launch, says CEO 

CEO of Ethiopia-Djibouti Railway S.C., announced that for 
the first time since the company’s operational launch, it 
achieved profitability in the last quarter of 2024. The 
announcement followed a comprehensive evaluation of the 
2024 performance of the Ethio-Djibouti railway, conducted 
on 14 January, 2025. 

More information can be found here.  

Banks get more lending room as central bank loosens 
annual credit limit 
 
The central bank has eased the annual credit growth 
restrictions on commercial banks, enabling financial 
institutions to extend more loans to their clients. The 
National Bank of Ethiopia (NBE) disclosed that the annual 
credit growth ceiling was raised from 14% to 18%. 
 
Addis Standard has more information on the topic in here. 
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The Oromia Coffee Farmers’ Cooperative Union Earns-Over 
€17 Million From Carbon Credit Sales 
 
The Oromia Coffee Farmers’ Cooperative Union in Ethiopia 
has generated €1,794,934 from carbon credit sales, primarily 
through encouraging farmers to adopt renewable energy 
sources and fuel-efficient stoves. The union sold 97,222 tons 
of carbon credits between 2022 and 2023, with 70% 
distributed as dividends to farmers and creating job 
opportunities for unemployed youths, as reported in this 
article. 
 

 

Ethiopia Setting Precedent for Africa in Addressing 
Climate Change 
 
As stated in this article , Ethiopia is addressing climate 
change impacts through a convergence initiative focusing 
on food security, nutrition, and climate action. The 
country is involving various stakeholders, including 
ministries, academic groups, civil society, and private 
sector partners, to create a climate-proof agriculture and 
food system. 

IMF Approves 248 million USD Disbursements for 
Ethiopia Under 3.4 billion USD ECF Arrangement 
 
The International Monetary Fund has reviewed Ethiopia's 
Extended Credit Facility (ECF), allowing for a 248 million 
USD disbursement to meet balance of payments needs. 
The ECF aims to support the Homegrown Economic 
Reform Agenda to address macroeconomic imbalances 
and lay the foundations for private sector-led growth. You 
can get more information in here. 

Ethiopia Earns-usd-43-million From Animal Product and 
$216 million from Horticulture Exports 
 

Ethiopia's Livestock Development Institute reported a 60% 
increase in animal product exports over the past five months, 
reaching USD 43 million. The sector, which includes camel 
milk, meat, honey, and wax, has been boosted by efforts to 
enhance animal breeds and provide necessary inputs for 
processing. Read more in here. 
 
According to this article, Ethiopia's Ministry of Trade and 
Regional Integration (MoTRI) reported a significant increase 
in horticulture exports in the past five months of the 2024/25 
fiscal year, with over 216 million USD earned. 

Ethiopia Prepares To Implement a Trade Policy 
 
Ethiopia's Ministry of Trade and Regional Integration 
plans to implement a trade policy next year to address 
trade imbalances, strengthen enforcement against illegal 
trade, and create a balanced supply and demand system. 
The policy will serve as a practical guide to modernize 
Ethiopia's trade system, ensure fair practices, and boost 
economic stability. Over 108,000 traders have faced 
enforcement actions in five months, and the policy will 
prioritize sectors vulnerable to smuggling, such as 
livestock exports  by enhancing regulatory oversight and 
promoting structured business operations as stated in 
here. 

Exporters, logistics operators decry logistical, bureaucratic 
hurdles in Djibouti 
 
Ethiopian exporters and logistics operators are facing delays, 
fees, demurrage costs, and refusals to issue bills of lading due 
to unfair practices and lack of coordination between 
international shipping companies, the Ethio-Djibouti Rail, 
and other logistics actors.  
 
You can get more information on The Reporter News in here. 

AU Adopts Agricultural Development Strategy for Next 
Decade 
 
African nations have adopted a 10-year strategy to 
advance agricultural development and food systems, 
committing to increase agri-food output by 45% by 2035 
and reduce post-harvest losses by 50%. They also aim to 
raise $100 billion in public and private investments in the 
agricultural sector by 2035. You can get more information 
in here. 

Ethiopia’s total public debt soars by quarter in five years, 
reaches $68.9 billion by end of 2024 
 
Ethiopia’s total public external and domestic debt stock, 
including both publicly guaranteed and non-guaranteed 
debt, increased by 25.3% over the past five years, reaching 
$68.9 billion by the end of June 2024. This figure, 
representing 32.9% of the country’s nominal gross domestic 
product (GDP), reflects an 8.8% rise compared to the previous 
year, according to the latest Public Sector Debt Portfolio 
Report, published by the Ministry of Finance. You can read 
more in here.  

Gov’t mandates EV importers, assemblers to install 
charging stations before resuming operations 
 
The Ministry of Transport and Logistics has announced 
that electric vehicle (EV) importers and local assemblers 
are required to install electric vehicle charging stations 
before commencing operations. According to the ministry, 
over 400 companies are currently engaged in the 
importation and distribution of electric vehicles. It was 
indicated that a study is underway to assess the repurpose 
of existing fuel stations in the city for electric vehicle 
charging stations. More information can be  found here.  
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Ethiopia’s Parallel Forex Rate Surges to 150 ETB, Testing 
Government Reforms 
 
Ethiopia’s forex parallel market continues to experience 
significant volatility, with the rate soaring to 150 ETB per 
USD, a sharp increase from the 130 ETB per USD recorded just 
two weeks ago. This fluctuation underscores the challenges 
of aligning the official and parallel exchange rates, despite 
ongoing efforts by the government and commercial banks to 
stabilize the market. This article has more on the topic. 

Ethiopia Launches the Ethiopian Securities Exchange  
 
Ethiopia has officially launched the ESX, marking a 
significant milestone in the country’s financial sector. This 
move is expected to accelerate economic growth and 
create a more structured investment environment. This is 
not Ethiopia’s first securities exchange. Ethiopia had an 
earlier form of a stock market in the 1960s, but it ceased 
operations following the nationalization of the Derg 
regime in the 1970s. More can be found in here.  

Events & Development 

Upcoming events  

Hortiflora Expo 2025 in Addis Ababa Millennium Hall 
 

The next edition of 
Ethiopia’s premier 
international horticulture 
and floriculture trade fair 
will be held in Addis Ababa 
from  April 1- April 3, 2025, 
bringing together key 
players from across the 
global horticulture sector. This high-profile event will serve as 
a platform for industry leaders, exporters, investors, and 
policymakers to explore business opportunities, showcase 
innovations, and strengthen partnerships within Ethiopia’s 
rapidly growing horticulture and floriculture industry. 

Ethiopia to Host World Organization for Animal Health 
Conference of Regional Commission for Africa 
 
The 26th World Organization for Animal Health (WOAH) 
Conference of the Regional Commission for Africa is set to 
take place in Ethiopia from 4-7 Feb 2025.  
 
The conference will focus on strategies to prevent animal 
diseases and ensure food security across Africa. The 
conference will foster collaboration with neighboring 
countries and regional partners to control animal diseases 
and enhance market access. 
 
Ethiopia will showcase its animal health initiatives and 
best practices for global awareness. 

A masterclass to build Circular Economy capacity in 
Agribusiness sector on 12 Feb 2025 
 

The Netherlands Embassy through its partner Acen 
Foundation is organizing a capacity-building masterclass 
focused on the circular economy in agribusinesses, which will 
take place in February 2025.  
 

The masterclass aims to equip agricultural stakeholders with 
high-impact skills to apply the circular economy concepts to 
their operations and production, increasing their 
competitiveness and promoting social responsibility and 
environmental stewardship. 
 
If you are based in Ethiopia operating in the Agri-business 
sector (Horticulture, Dairy, Poultry, and Packaging Industry) 
and interested to join this session in person, please email to  
ADD-LVVN@minbuza.nl. Please note that we have limited 
space. 

Flower Consolidation Study Tour of the Ethiopian 
Government Officials to Kenya in February 2025 
 
The Netherlands Embassy with the support of Royal Flora 
Holland (RFH) have organized a study tour for 
implementing parties from the Ethiopian government to 
travel to Kenya in February 2025 to share experiences and 
discuss on best practices on consolidation of Flowers. 
 
The study tour is planned to provide the officials with the 
opportunity to explore best practices, working 
procedures, incentives, tax system and other relevant 
modalities that are needed to implement consolidation of 
flowers in Ethiopia. 

                                 The Agricultural Team 
 

Mahlet Mekuria Dessie                 Agricultural Advisor 
Nablies B. Hailemariam                Agricultural Officer 
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