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Dutchiopia — Agri News

Latest Publications

» Thefirst review of the IMF Board under the Extended
Credit Facility (ECF) for Ethiopia

Ethiopia is poised to receive an additional US$251
million from the International Monetary Fund (IMF) as
part of a four-year, $3.4 billion Extended Credit Facility
(ECF) arrangement. The IMF's first review of Ethiopia's
ECF highlighted progress in transitioning to a market-
determined exchange rate, with narrowing rate gaps
and no significant inflationary pressures. However,
forex supply has been slower than expected, and the
full impact of the reform remains uncertain.

Review of IMF under the ECF on Ethiopia's performance

» Agricultural Policy Monitoring and Evaluation 2024

Agricultural markets face challenges from Russia's war
in Ukraine, Middle East conflicts, climate change, and
export restrictions. Amid these pressures, policies have
been both reactive and proactive, with innovation
highlighted as key to sustainable productivity. The
Agricultural Policy Monitoring and Evaluation Report
examines the role of policies in addressing these
issues.

Agricultural Policy Monitoring and Evaluation 2024

» Ethiopia's floriculture industry, the second-largest
export earner at $467 million annually, faces
skepticism over land use and environmental harm.
Despite employing 60,000 people and adopting
safeguards and diversification, transparency and
accurate assessments are crucial to improving its
perception. The publication below has more insights:

Blossoming Exports Caught Under Thorny Debates
Over Land, Employment, Legacy

Did you know?

Did you know?

The Ministry of Revenues has issued an amendment to the
tax receipt issuance & administration directive. Ethiopian
taxpayers are given a three-month period to include QR
codes of at least 2cm on all sides carved by 'Inkjet’ ink on
their receipts for cross-cut digitization.

Did you know?

A real-time livestock monitoring tool designed to help
smallholder farmers and increase livestock productivity has
been launched in Ethiopia, Kenya, Tanzania, and Uganda by
International Livestock Research Institute (ILRI) and the
Center for Tropical Livestock Genetics and Health (CTLGH) .

Did you know?

The small grain that is indigenous to Ethiopia, Teff, is
incredibly nutritious! Rich in minerals, fiber, and protein.
Known as a "super grain" due to its health benefits, Teff is
the secret ingredient in Ethiopian injera and is now gaining
popularity worldwide as a nutritious alternative to regular
grains.

Did you know?

Ethiopia has taken a significant step in its agricultural export
industry by launching its first-ever shipment of refrigerated
fruits and vegetables to the European market.

Did you know?

A new report, ‘Population Trends Across the Globe’,
published by US Census Bureau, shows that the total
population of Ethiopia that will be (124.2 million in 2025), is
estimated to reach 150.7 million by 2035.

Would you like to receive a notification whenever we post a new article on our Agroberichten buitenland website?

Register your email via this form.
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Ethiopia's Ministry of Agriculture targets animal disease
control traceability and global standards

Ethiopia's Ministry of Agriculture is introducing a bill to
modernize the livestock sector, aiming to improve disease
control, align the country with international standards, and
address issues such as inadequate veterinary care and weak
export standards.

The Animal Health & Welfare Act aims to establish a
national veterinary laboratory network and traceability
system. Despite delays, the law is expected to improve
exports and reduce animal mortality rates as stated in the
article in here.

Ethiopia Pursuing Concrete
Agricultural Export Diversification

Policy Measures in

Ethiopia has been reinforcing concrete policy measures in
export diversification to enhance the competitiveness and
quality of agricultural products at the global market as
stated in this article of the Ethiopian News Agency.

Inits recent report, the Ministry disclosed a notable increase
in foreign exchange earnings from Ethiopia’s cereal and
oilseed exports, with over 156 million USD generated in just
the first four months of the current fiscal year.

Reaffirm Commitment to
Economic Transformation

Partners
Ethiopia's

Development
Supporting

A high level dialogue convened with development partners
to advance Ethiopia’s long-term economic transformation
agenda with the presence of Ethiopian Minister of Planning
and Development, Ethiopian Minister of Finance,
ambassadors, heads of UN agencies, representatives of
international organizations, members of the diplomatic
corps, civil society representatives, among others. Read
more in this article.

Ethiopia Poised to Harvest Highest Crop Yields,
Announces GCS Minister

Minister of Government Communication Service (GCS),
Legesse Tulu, announced that Ethiopia is on track to harvest
a high agricultural yield. He noted that the country’s ongoing
efforts to revitalize and modernize its agricultural sector
have laid the groundwork for this achievement.

According to the Minister, reforms across various sectors,
with particular emphasis on agriculture, are designed to
boost productivity and ensure food security. This article of
The Ethiopian News Agency has more on the topic.

Collaborative Efforts Underway to Establish Livestock
Fattening, Processing Centers for Export

Ethiopia's Agriculture Authority is establishing cattle rearing
and fattening centers for livestock exporters to improve
meat quality and quantity. The initiative aims to supplement
the regular market by allowing exporters to develop their
own facilities for livestock rearing and meat processing. The

Authority is providing capacity-building training to
stakeholders involved in the sector, focusing on meeting
export standards and addressing international market
demands. You can get more information in here.

Ethiopia’s Tea export ambitions fizzle as coffee shipments reach new heights

Ethiopia's tea exports have fallen short of the target of 476 tons and earning nearly USD one million in the first quarter of
the fiscal year. Less than 260 tons of tea were shipped out over the last three months, representing 54% of the target set
by officials at the Ministry of Agriculture. This represents a 25% drop compared to the volume of tea exported during the
same period last year and a 29% dip in revenue. Meanwhile, coffee exports have grown during the first quarter, and other
trade offices report an improvement in revenues from the export of commodities such as gold, which has surpassed

income from coffee. You can read more on this topic in here.

Funding shortfall poses challenge to achieving SDGs

Despite the ambitious goal of achieving the 2030
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), Ethiopia faces a
significant funding shortfall that jeopardizes its progress,
particularly in the area of water, sanitation, and hygiene
(WASH). Arecent report indicates that 43% of the necessary
funding for SDG 6, which aims to ensure availability and
sustainable management of water and sanitation for all,
remains unallocated. Read more in the article here.

Natural Forest Regeneration Reverses Drought

Ethiopia was once known as the “Garden of Eden” because
so much of its land—66%—was covered with forests.
Forests and woodlands were cleared during the last 150
years, so forested land was reduced to 16% of the country.
By 1982, only 3.1% remained. While many people still think
of Ethiopia that way, the country has been working to
change its deserts into farmland and forest where water
now flows. This article has more on the topic.
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Ethiopian Farmers Benefiting from Supplying Barley for
Brewing Factories

Ethiopian farmers in the Arsi Zone have reported significant
benefits from supplying barley for beer production to local
brewing factories, highlighting their contribution to the
national economy and self-reliance efforts. The
government's emphasis on mechanized and cluster farming
has resulted in improved productivity, benefiting farmers.
More information on the topic can be found in here on the
news of Ethiopian News Agency.

Commercial Bank of Ethiopia (CBE) to Adjust Loan
Interest Rates and Service Fees

The CBE has announced its intention to implement
adjustments to loan interest rates and service fees. The
changes will apply to various services, including loan
products, branch and digital banking, and international
banking services.

The bank has stated that the adjustments are aimed at
aligning with current market dynamics and ensuring the
sustainability of its operations. Addis Insight has more on
the topic in here.

ECX, Ethiopian Coffee and Tea Authority (ECTA) brews
new pricing system following exchange rate float

Ethiopia's ECX has introduced a hew pricing mechanism for
coffee, aiming to benefit coffee growers. The system is
updated weekly based on the New York Arabica Coffee Price
and the Commercial Bank of Ethiopia's exchange rate. The
ECTA sets the price floor for exports to avoid under-
invoicing. However, coffee exporters argue that the new
directive is causing issues. This article has more on the topic.

Ethiopia revises foreign currency retention policy

In a statement issued Thursday, NBE said based on its
revised foreign currency retention policy, the exporters will
be required to deposit the remaining 50 percent to
commercial banks. Previously, exporters were mandated to
sell half of their foreign currency earnings to banks
immediately, with the remaining portion converted into
local currency within one month.

According to the governor, the country’s foreign currency
reserves have grown from $1.4 billion prior to the recent
macroeconomic reforms to the current level of $3.4 billion.
You can read more here.

Ethiopia Launches National Coffee Stakeholder

Engagement Platform

Ethiopia has launched a National Coffee Stakeholder
Engagement Platform to address existing challenges and
improve coffee productivity and quality. The platform
provides access for stakeholders to discuss coffee-related
issues, enhancing transparency and efficiency. You can read
more on this topicin here.

Ethiopia: PM Abiy Urges for Expediting Wheat Harvesting
Activities Nationwide

Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed said this season’s wheat
harvesting period has begun, and he stressed the need to
expedite this nationwide through collaboration. “This
period has begun, and we must expedite this process
nationwide through collaboration, as we have a bountiful
harvest this year.

Additionally, we should prepare for the upcoming summer
wheat cultivation,” the Premier shared on social media
channels.

Bill proposes to grant Ethiopian Investment Holding
30pct stake in assisted startup businesses

Ethiopia's Startup Proclamation proposes granting
government stakes of up to 30% in startup businesses
through facilitated grants. The Ethiopian Investment
Holding will hold the 30% stake. The bill aims to establish a
Startup Grant Program, a Startup Fund of Funds, and
exempt foreign direct investment (FDI) for startups from the
minimum capital requirement as stated in this article.

Transforming Food Systems in Ethiopia

Lawrence Hadad, 2018 World Food
Prize Laureate and GAIN Executive
Director, stresses the importance of
a food systems approach to
achieving the SDGs. In his interview
during a visit to Ethiopia, he
highlights challenges and

the country’'s food systems,

within

opportunities
emphasizing collaboration, data, policy coherence, and
inclusion of marginalized groups. He outlines steps to
transform Ethiopia’s food landscape and ensure access to
nutritious diets for all. You can find the full interview here.
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Ethiopia's first free trade zone fully operational

The Ethiopian Industrial Parks Development Corporation
(IPDC) announced that the Dire Dawa Free Trade Zone, the
country's first free trade zone, has become fully operational.
The free trade zone will boost the East African country's
capabilities in attracting international companies engaged
in various manufacturing industries, the IPDC said in a
statement. More information can be found in this article.

Events & Development

Upcoming events

Ethiopia anticipates 8.4 pct economic growth for current
fiscal year: PM

Ethiopia's economy s
expected to grow by 8.4
percent in the current
2024/2025 Ethiopian fiscal
year, which began on July
8, the country's Prime
Minister Abiy Ahmed said
while respondlng to questions from members of the House
of Peoples' Representatives, the lower house of Ethiopia's
parliament. Abiy said that the country's economy could
exceed the projected 8.4 percent growth, given the strong
performance recorded in the first three months of the fiscal
year. Xinhuanet has more information on the topicin here.

International conference on agriculture and biological sciences, 05 December 2024 in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

The Institute for Technical and Academic Research (ITAR) is organizing the International Conference on Agriculture and
Biological Sciences (ICOABS-24), which will be held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia on December 5-6, 2024. It will provide
researchers, delegates, and scholars with an amazing opportunity to network and exchange their expertise in the

application of technology. Read more here.

Past events

World Without Hunger Conference from November 5-7,
2024, in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

The conference took place in the presence of the UNIDO
Director General Gerd Muller and focused on mobilizing
investment to drive sustainable food security and delved
into insights of teams of agribusiness, infrastructure,
technology, and renewable energy, two global leaders’
debates and a post-harvest session and an investment
forum to connect SMEs, among others.

13th Int’l Conference on Pulses, Oilseeds, Nov 19-20,
2024, in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

The conference held at the Adwa Victory Memorial Hall
exporters from Ethiopia who are engaged in the export of
pulses and oilseeds to strengthen ties with existing and new
companies of foreign countries and increase Ethiopia’s
foreign exchange earnings by tapping the opportunity
created by this conference.
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"Bridging Borders: Showcasing Dutch-Supported
Development Projects to the Private Sector”, on Nov 29th,
2024, Netherlands Embassy.

Bridging Borders

29

300 PR - 2100 PRa
ENLBA Yearly Event 2024

Pl 202

The Ethiopian Netherlands Businesses Association (ENLBA)
celebrated the achievements of Dutch development
initiatives in Ethiopia, which have paved the way for
progress across various sectors. The event explored exciting
opportunities for partnerships between the projects and the
private sector.

Netherlands
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