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Latest Publications  Did you know? 
 Taye Atskeselassie (Amb.) has 

been sworn in as president of 
the Federal Democratic 
Republic of Ethiopia, replacing 
Sahle-Work Zewde, whose six-
year term in office expired. 
 

Taye had been serving as minister of Foreign Affairs 
before his appointment as head of state. Mr. 
Gedion Timotheos is now the recent appointee of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ethiopia.  
 

 The European Commission is introducing additional 
guidance documents and a stronger international 
cooperation framework to support global 
stakeholders, Member States, and third countries in 
their preparations for the EU Deforestation 
Regulation.  
 

The Commission proposes an additional 12-month 
phasing-in period for large companies and micro- 
and small enterprises, if approved by the European 
Parliament and Council. The extra time will provide 
clarity to companies and enforcing authorities, 
addressing concerns about preparedness and uneven 
preparations among stakeholders. The Commission 
believes the 12-month extension is a balanced 
solution to ensure a smooth implementation and 
address the EU's contribution to global deforestation. 

 
Guidance documents and international cooperation 
framework  

Did you know?  
 
Urban farming is gaining momentum in Ethiopia, 
transforming backyards and unused spaces into green 
areas that boost food security, sustainability, and economic 
growth in cities like Addis Ababa. 

Did you know?  
 
A recent report by Voronoi, based on 2024 data from the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF), shows that five of 
Africa's largest economies-South Africa, Nigeria, Egypt, 
Algeria, and Ethiopia-collectively contribute an impressive 
1.4 trillion USD to the continent’s total GDP. 

Did you know? 
 
Ethiopia became the first country in the world to ban 
imports of petrol and diesel vehicles, marking a dramatic 
shift towards electric ones. 

Did you know?  
 
Ethiopia earned over $519 million from coffee exports in 
the first three months of the 2024/25 fiscal year, marking 
not just a strong start but a historic high. 

Did you know?  
 
The National Bank of Ethiopia (NBE) has unveiled a new 
web-based platform called the Foreign Exchanges 
Monitoring and Orchestration Unified System (FEMoUS) 
designed to digitize and automate the country's foreign 
exchange operations.  
 

Would you like to receive a notification whenever we post a new article on our Agroberichten buitenland website? 
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Short New flashes 

Ethiopia licenses to 21 foreign companies to engage in 
export, retail, wholesale businesses  
 

The Ethiopian Investment Commission has licensed 21 
companies, 13 for retail and eight for export activities, 
following a new directive allowing foreign investors to 
engage in wholesale and retail business in the country.  
 
The move follows the government's announcement in July 
that 71 international companies expressed interest in the 
sector. The opening of the business sector is expected to 
modernize the business system, reduce consumer prices, 
and boost the nation's economy. Most export-focused 
businesses are coffee and sesame-focused as stated in the 
article in here.  

Ethiopian Agriculture Authority places stringent 
measures on veterinary drugs provision 
 
The Ethiopian Agricultural Authority has approved a 
directive to restrict the use of over 220 veterinary drugs, 
prohibiting over-the-counter sales and limiting possession 
and handling to veterinary specialists.  
 

As reported in this article, the directive applies to 
anesthetizing or sedate livestock, newly introduced 
veterinary drugs, and analgesic and sedative drugs. It also 
restricts access to drugs without a prescription from 
certified professionals, prohibits mentioning company or 
client names on prescriptions, and prohibits electronic 
prescriptions. 

IMF to release first evaluation report on Ethiopia’s 
Macroeconomic Reform 
 

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) is set to release its 
first evaluation report on Ethiopia's macroeconomic 
reform, highlighting progress made in the three-month 
initiative as stated in this article of the Capital News.  
 

The next phase focuses on reforming monetary policy and 
expanding revenue mobilization efforts, but there is still 
much work to be done in exchange rates, foreign exchange 
markets, and state-owned enterprises reforms. 

Ethiopian Research Institute Looks to Juice Up Avocado 
Oil Production in Households 
 

 
 

Ethiopia's Bio & Emerging Institute (BETin) has launched a 
training program for 50 individuals on affordable oil 
extraction techniques to boost avocado oil production in 
households nationwide.  
 

The project, which aims to tap into international demand 
for avocado oil priced at around 4500 birr per liter, uses 
Haas avocados sourced from centers of excellence at 
Wolaita Sodo University and Sidama Agricultural Office. It 
also aims to equip the youth with extraction skills for 
investments. Read more on this topic. 

How Ethiopia Features in Terms of Developing Food 
Security in the Country 
 

Ethiopia's agricultural economy is vital for GDP but faces 
challenges from droughts and environmental issues. The 
government has implemented initiatives to improve food 
self-sufficiency and security, including agricultural 
development programs, irrigation infrastructure 
investments, and support for smallholder farmers. Efforts 
to diversify crops, such as fruits, vegetables, oilseeds, and 
pulses, contribute to dietary diversity and income 
generation. Resilience-building measures, such as early 
warning systems and disaster preparedness, are crucial for 
food security as read in here. 

Women farmers in Ethiopia face challenges amid policy 
gaps 
 
Ethiopia's Sustainable Growing Africa's Food Systems 
(AGRA) has launched the Value for Hers (VALUE4HER) 
initiative to empower women farmers in the agricultural 
sector. The initiative aims to help 2,000 women in the 
sector through capacity building and loan facilitation. The 
initiative aims to create a more supportive environment 
for women in agriculture, enhancing their contributions to 
the country's economy.  
 
Read more in here. 

Fertilizer shortfall worries cast shadow over agricultural 
ambitions in Ethiopia 
 

Ethiopia's Ministry of Agriculture has allocated 1.3 billion 
dollars and 156 billion Br to procure 2.4 million tonnes of 
DAP and Urea fertilizers for the current year. However, the 
supply still falls short of regional states' demands, revealing 
a structural issue in imports and distribution. Global market 
fluctuations and transportation issues have impacted 
fertilizer imports, potentially leading to declined usage and 
negatively impacting crop yields. Experts recommend 
incorporating domestic manufacturing into import 
substitution strategies. Read more in here. 
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Apiculture directive sets limits on commercial 
beekeeping, cross-breeding projects in Ethiopia 
 

 
 

Ethiopia has introduced new rules for beekeepers, 
restricting species used in apiaries and introducing strict 
terms for research and cross-breeding practices. The 
directive prohibits commercial beekeepers from importing 
live bees, used hives, and related materials.  
 
Researchers conducting research on honey bees must 
obtain a permit from the Ethiopian Agricultural Authority, 
provide proof of not bringing any honey bee species, and 
consent to inspections. The law also prohibits exporting 
honey bees after research is completed. The directive also 
outlines guidelines for species improvement and cross-
breeding ventures, registering improved crossbred species 
and requiring full records and approval. 
 

More information on the topic can be found in here on  the 
news of The Reporter. 

Oilseeds Pulses Exports Break Free From Exchange Floor 
 
Ethiopia's pulses and oilseeds trade is shifting from relying 
on the Ethiopian Commodity Exchange (ECX) to direct 
contacts between suppliers and exporters.  
 
The new system requires contracts for a maximum of one 
production year, payments within five days of delivery, and 
exporters to ship goods within 60 days of purchase. The 
trade faces inefficiencies like product mix-ups, delayed 
shipments, and pricing transparency. Despite economic 
challenges, banks offer financing options, including 
operating loans, exporter loans, and pre-shipment loans. 
 
AddisFortune News has more on the topic in here. 

Ethiopia’s Official Highlights ILRI’s Role in Supporting 
Country’s Agriculture Dev’t in Research, Capacity-
building 
 
The International Livestock Research Institute (ILRI) is 
celebrating its 50th anniversary in Ethiopia, highlighting its 
significant contributions to the livestock sector. The 
institute has led to the development of superior livestock 
breeds, improved animal health, and better-adapted 
forages. The institute has also invested heavily in capacity 
building, training Ethiopian researchers, extension workers, 
and farmers in areas such as animal genetics, health, and 
nutrition. 
 
Ethiopian News Agency has more on the topic in this 
article. 

Irrigation Projects Registering Encouraging 
Achievements During 1st Quarter 
 
Ethiopia's Minister of Irrigation and Lowland Areas 
announced that irrigation projects are set to be completed 
quickly and operationally in the first quarter of the current 
year as reported in this article.  
 
The focus is on supporting Ethiopia's agriculture sector, 
ensuring food security, and providing products to the 
foreign market by accelerating irrigation projects.  

Ethiopia Advancing towards Equitable Use of 
Transboundary Groundwater Resources 
 

 
 

Ethiopia's Ministry of Water and Energy plans to conduct 
comprehensive studies on the equitable use of 
transboundary groundwater resources, in response to the 
country's growing population and increasing demand for 
water due to urbanization and climate change.  
 

State Minister Abraha Adugna emphasizes the importance 
of effective leadership and management of water 
resources, focusing on groundwater alternatives and 
collaborating with neighboring countries to ensure fair 
access to these resources. This proactive approach lays the 
groundwork for long-term water security in Ethiopia. 
 

You can read more in this topic in here. 

Ethiopia Attracts 65 New Foreign Investors in 3 Months 
of Current Fiscal Year 
 

The Ethiopian Investment Commission issued 108 new 
investment licenses in the first quarter of this year, with 65 
fully owned by foreign investors and 24 joint investments.  
 
As the government of Ethiopia has opened up the trading 
sector to foreign investors, 78 foreign investors have 
shown interest to invest in the sector, and 24 of them have 
got approval from the Ethiopian Investment Commission 
to start the licensing process.  
 

You can read more in this topic in here. 
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Ethiopia’s Livestock Export by Rail Would Bring about 
Substantial Outcomes: Minister of Agriculture 

 
 

Ethiopia has launched the first-ever train shipment of 
livestock from Adama to neighboring Djibouti, aiming to 
improve the quality and efficiency of exports. The Ministry 
of Agriculture is working on initiatives to enhance livestock 
production and productivity, focusing on improving 
livestock resources and proper utilization.  
 

The rail transport initiative, operational for two months, 
ensures safe and efficient delivery of livestock to Djibouti 
without significant challenges. The direct rail transport of 
livestock from Adama to Djibouti is expected to transform 
the livestock export sector, ensuring higher quality and 
faster delivery to international markets. 
 
This article has more on the topic in Ethiopian News 
Agency News. 

Improving Quality of Commodities Crucial to Boost 
Export Trade: Trade & Regional Integration Ministry 
 
Ethiopia's State Minister of Trade and Regional Integration  
emphasized the importance of improving export 
commodity quality for boosting the country's export trade.  
 
The Ethiopian Commodity Exchange Academy has 
graduated trainees, focusing on coffee quality evaluation, 
e-trade, and quality assessment for grains, pulses, and 
oilseeds. The graduates' training will contribute to 
improving export commodity standards and boosting the 
country's export gains. ECX has been supporting the 
development of a modern trading system, ensuring that 
high-quality agricultural, industrial, and mineral products 
are available in the market. 
 

Read more in here. 

Mines Ministry eyes natural gas production in 2025, 
revises plans for fabled fertilizer plant 
 

Ethiopia's Ministry of Mines plans to produce liquified 
natural gas (LNG) for household energy consumption by 
mid-2025.  
 

The third phase of production involves using natural gas 
deposits for domestic chemical fertilizer production. The 
production plan aims to produce 180,000 cubic meters of 
LNG per day by July 2025, with exports expected by mid-
2026. The Ministry is also preparing legal frameworks to 
govern and regulate the natural gas industry. This article 
has more on the topic in The Reporter. 

Concerns rise over franco-valuta policy as illicit forex 
market flourishes in Ethiopia 
 
The Franco-Valuta openness policy, along with 
macroeconomic reform and FX market liberalization, has 
been criticized for allowing illegal actors to channel foreign 
exchange through illicit schemes.  
 
As stated in this article, the government's liberalization has 
reduced the legal-parallel currency market gap to three 
percent and increased inward remit, but experts argue it 
impacts the forex market. 

Ethiopia Recognizes Critical Role of Veterinary in 
Safeguarding Country’s Livestock Health 
 

 
 

Ethiopia's State Minister of Agriculture has highlighted the 
importance of veterinary services in safeguarding the 
health and wellbeing of livestock. The state minister 
stressed the link between human livelihood and health, 
stating that animals provide high-quality protein, and the 
food system is closely connected to animal health and 
ecosystem. 
 

As read on the topic in here, Ethiopian Veterinary 
Association (EVA) serves as a professional hub for 
academics, researchers, and service providers in the animal 
health sector and fosters collaborations in livestock 
institutions. 

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) announces that 
the adoption of a floating exchange rate regime that 
Ethiopia introduced on July 29 is advancing well. 
 

The IMF has announced that 10% of the 3.4 billion 
demonstrated through the Extended Credit Facility 
instrument will be released to aid Ethiopia's economic 
reform initiative.  
 

The IMF's staff team visited Addis Ababa to discuss 
progress and policy priorities. The review concluded with 
minimal impact on the economy and funding of around 
USD 345 million. Read more in here 
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Events & Development 

Upcoming events 

World Without Hunger Conference from November 5-7, 2024, in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

World Without Hunger Conference is co-organized by the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO), 
the Government of Ethiopia and the African Union Commission. The aims of the event is to address hunger and 
malnutrition as crucial global challenges. Over 1500 high-level stakeholders, including heads of state, ministers, and 
financial institutions, are attending the three-day event, which includes technical sessions, investment forums, and 
political forums. 

The organizers are excited to welcome you to this important event. To finalize your registration, please complete the 
following form: World Without Hunger Conference Registration.  After submitting the form, you will receive further 
information related to the conference including information on the conference logistics.   

Past events 

The 9th Africa Livestock Exhibition & Congress (ALEC-
2024) in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia from 31st October – 1st 
November 2024. 
 

 
The ALEC is a platform to bring Ethiopian and Dutch 
business partners active in the livestock sector together. 
This year, The Netherlands Pavilions had more than 15 
Dutch companies (mainly active in dairy and poultry) and 
organizations from the Netherlands that were present.  
 
These companies showed their dairy and poultry genetic 
breeding material, feed ingredients, small farm equipment 
among others. In addition, technology in the field of 
storage & cooling, handling of raw materials, feed 
palletizing and milking & dairy processing were exhibited. 

Side Event on Milk Quality and Safety during ALEC 2024 
 
The Agricultural team at the Kingdom of The Netherlands 
Embassy in Ethiopia and SNV hosted a special side event as 
part of the African Livestock Exhibition and Congress 
(ALEC) 2024. The session focused on milk quality 
improvement and its importance for Ethiopia’s dairy 
sector. 
 
During this event, participants explored the progress made 
in improving milk quality in Ethiopia, particularly along the 
Fitche-Selale route, with support from the Netherlands 
through the BRIDGE+ project. The discussion included best 
practices, successful interventions, and the roles that 
various stakeholders in the value chain played to further 
improve milk quality across the country. 

 

The Agricultural Team 
 

Meeuwes Brouwer                         Agricultural Counsellor 
Mahlet Mekuria Dessie                 Agricultural Advisor 
Nablies B. Hailemariam                Agricultural Officer 

 
Email: ADD-LVVN@minbuza.nl, X @AgriEthiopia 
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