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‘Accelerating GCC Economic Diversification after the Crisis – The Way Forward’ is the 5th in
a series of European Union (EU) & Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) Business Forums.

The 5th EU-GCC Business Forum offers significant opportunities for cross-cutting
networking and identification of opportunities to engage in the ongoing diversification
strategies and the corresponding projects underpinning them, in particular in key economic
sectors where representatives from the GCC & EU will present ongoing initiatives and
planned investments.

Since March 2020, both EU and GCC member states have encountered a number of
challenges that have affected their economies and require solutions to mitigate the
consequences of the pandemic and the fall in oil prices. In particular, the Covid 19
pandemic has had a significant impact on the diversification models of the GCC member
countries with sectors such as tourism, transport, hydrocarbons, financial services and
access to low-cost expatriate labour all suffering.

Governments across the world are looking beyond the immediate economic challenges to
set strategies for sustainable long-term growth and development. The Fifth EU-GCC
Business Forum provides an ideal opportunity to focus on recent developments in both
European Union and Gulf Co-operation Council policymaking and the tools being used to
sustainably support economic recovery helping both the green and digital transformation
of economies. These strategies are important not only for Europe’s future economic
structure but offer potential models and partnerships for other countries across the world
including the member states of the GCC. This policy and programme focus will be
complemented at the event by presentations from all of the GCC member countries on the
investment and trade project opportunities for EU businesses in the post-pandemic
economic recovery period. 
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08:00 -  09:30   Registration & Coffee

PROGRAMME

09:30 -  10:15   Welcome & Keynote Address 

                          Mr Margaritis Schinas, Vice-President of the European Commission (TBC)                       
                          Ms Hilde Hardeman, FPI Director & Head of Service, EU Commission 
                          Ms Aušrinė Armonaitė, Minister of Economy and Innovation, Lithuania
                          High Level Senior Representatives UAE/GCC (TBC)

10:15 -  11:15   Session One: Enhancing EU-GCC Trade & Investment 

                          Speakers:
                          Ms Anne Rimmer, Policy Analyst OECD 
                          Ms Maria Syrengela, Deputy Minister of Labour, former General Secretary 
                          for Gender Equality, Ministry of Interior, Greece 
                          Ms Shada El-Sharif, Senior Advisor EBRD, 
                          
                          Moderator: 
                          Mr Timo Hammarén, Deputy Head of Unit, DG TRADE at European Commission 

11:15 - 11:45    Coffee & Networking

11:45 - 13:00    Session Two: Innovation & Economic Acceleration

                          Speakers:
                          Ms Ana María Marín, Secretary General of CDTI (Centre for the Development of 
                          Industrial Technology), Spain
                          Mr Segundo Augusto González Hernández, European Space Programme DEFIS 
                          Mr Giovanni Angiolini, Modern Agricultural methods 

                          Moderator: 
                          Ms Anamaria Magri Pantea, Founder & Managing Consultant, AscendConsulting,EU

13:00 - 14:00    Business Lunch & Networking

14:00 - 15:30    Session Three: Trade & Investment Opportunities in the GCC

                          Presenters:
                          Bahrain, Economic Development Board (TBC)
                          Kuwait,Mr Mohamed Yacoub, Assistant Director-General for Business, 
                          Kuwait Direct Investment Promotion Agency 
                          Oman, Ministry of Commerce Industry and Investment Promotion (TBC)           
                          KSA, Ministry of Investment of Saudi Arabia (TBC)
                          Qatar, Investment Promotion Agency Qatar (TBC)     
                          UAE, Ms Hind Al Youha, Director of Investment & Talent Attraction
                          Department at the Ministry of Economy

15:30 - 16:00    Closing Statements

16:00 - 18:00    Networking Reception (DEC Hall 1C North)


