
(FAO, 2013)  Poland Netherlands 

Total dairy consumption  205 kg 341 kg 

Milk consumption 38 kg 150 kg 

Butter consumption 4 kg 1,3 kg 

Cheese consumption 16 kg 17,7 kg 
Cream consumption 7,3 kg 0,1 kg 

* Happy Polish cow 
in Bydgoszcz area 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dairy numbers (2018) 

The Netherlands & Poland  

 

Dairy facts 

o Poland is the 6th largest dairy producer in the European Union. 
o Poland has the EU’s 3rd largest herd size. Which is 11% of the 

EU’s herd.  
o Even though the Netherlands has about half a million less 

cows than Poland, total annual milk production is very similar 
because of the Netherlands’ higher milk yield.  

o The Netherlands has the 5th highest milk yield in the EU.  
o Global average milk yield is 2200 liters per cow, this is three 

times higher in Poland and 4 times higher in the Netherlands. 
o The Netherlands exports 78% of its milk production, which 

accounts for 14% of the EU dairy exports. Poland exports 
37,7% of its milk deliveries. 

o The Dutch company, FrieslandCampina is the world’s sixth 
largest dairy company. 

o In 2018, the Netherlands had the highest national average 
milk price in the EU (€36,04). 

 

Production (2018) 

Future of Polish dairy 

Consumption per capita 

(CLAL, 2019)(ZuivelNL, 2019)(Eurostat, 
2019) 

  
Number of dairy farms 243.550 16.963 

Number of dairy cows 2.153.000 1.622.000 

Average number of cows per 
farm 

9 96 

Livestock density index  
(average number of livestock units per 

hectare of agricultural area) 

0,61 3,8 

Average yield per cow 6360 
kg/year 

8685 
kg/year 

Number of dairy processing 
plants 

175 27 

Milk price (per 100 kg) €31,98 €36,04 

Self-suffiency rate 131,3% 145% 

Dairy export value €2,03 billion €7,7 billion 

Dairy import value €980 million €3,8 billion 

 

(CLAL, 2019),        
in tonnes   

Raw cow’s milk 13.694.000 14.085.000  
Butter 222.000 141.000 

Cheese 856.000 902.000  

Acidified milk 
(yoghurts etc. ) 

532.000 313.000  

o The Polish dairy industry will continue to 
restructure and modernize. This will lead to a 
decreased number of suppliers and an increase in 
the average supply size per farm.  

o The Polish cattle population is expected to 
continue growing. 

o Modern dairy processing companies try to focus on 
being eco-friendly and providing healthy products.   

o Consumers’ awareness of GMO’s is constantly 
growing. Polish dairy processors can now obtain a 
certificate stating the product is free of GMO’s. 

o The UK is Poland’s fourth biggest export market for 
dairy products. The Brexit could have negative 
impacts on Polish dairy exports.  

Quick facts 

o The Netherlands is the world’s leading exporter of 
milking machines, with 30% of the world’s market.  

o The company Alta genetics, of the Dutch Koepon 
Holding, is the world’s second biggest in cattle 
genetics.  

o The Netherlands is the world’s top exporter of animal 
feed, with a total value of almost €3 billion. Of which, 
1,6% or €43 million goes to Poland.  

o The Dutch feed companies De Heus and ForFarmers 
are number 2 and 4 in Poland with a production of 1 
and 0,4 million tonnes of compound feed (2017). 

o The Netherlands is the world’s third biggest exporter 
of live bovine animals for breeding, with a total value 
of €84 million. Poland is the second export market for 
live bovine animals, with 6,3% of exports. 

Other trade within the dairy sector 
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