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Introduction 
In April 2022, the Dutch Agricultural Attaché for Ukraine received a request from Wageningen 
University and Research (WUR) regarding cooperation with the Ukraine Agricultural Academy of 
Sciences (UAAS). The academy indicated that it would like to form a partnership with WUR to support 
the Ukrainian agricultural sector, as part of the intended post-war reconstruction of Ukraine.  

This request was put on the agenda of the April 13 2022 meeting of the Groenpact Steering 
Committee (‘Regieteam’, with executive representation of the ministry of Agriculture, Nature and 
Food Quality of the Netherlands (LNV), Dutch green education institutions, and private sector 
parties). The thinking here was that a possible commitment and contribution from the Netherlands 
should be approached from a 'broader' educational perspective. It was agreed that further 
exploratory discussions should be held between the Agricultural Attaché and LNV / Groenpact 
acceleration program on internationalisation and that an inventory should be made of (1) existing 
cooperation between green education institutes in the two countries, and (2) interest in future 
cooperation.  

The inventory was organised by LNV in May 2022, with responses from 11 institutes. 
The inventory included the following questions: With which governmental and knowledge institutions 
did / does your institution have contact in Ukraine (last 5 years)? What kind of contact & cooperation 
did / does this involve? Education, research, innovation? Examples of projects, initiatives? To what 
extent is your institution interested in continuing existing cooperation / developing new cooperation 
with educational institutions in Ukraine, in the context of reconstruction? Which thematic / 
substantive topics & also type of activities (education, research, innovation) is this interest in 
particular?      

On the Ukrainian side, an inventory of key issues and needs in relation to agricultural education was 

organised by UCAB. As a result of both inventories, the initiative for further contact by means of an 

online seminar was taken. Several Ukrainian and Dutch institutes with a (former) involvement in 

Ukraine presented themselves during an online networking meeting on the 30th of March, and 

shared preliminary ideas for exchange and collaboration. A meeting with representatives of the Dutch 

embassy, LNV / Groenpact acceleration program on internationalisation and UCAB on the results and 

follow-up was held on April 21st. It became clear that a study tour of a group of Ukrainian green 

education representatives and UCAB to the Netherlands would be a logical step.  

The study tour took place in the first week of October 2023. In consultation with the Ukrainian 

partners it was decided that the program would focus on ‘regenerative agriculture’. The Dutch team 

composed a program whereby the most interested and (thematic) relevant institutes could be visited. 

The program was developed by the Dutch Embassy and representatives of the Groenpact acceleration 

program for internationalisation, with logistic support from RVO. 

This report presents an overview of the program and a short impression of each item on the agenda 

with key slides from the presentations. It ends with the results of the wrap-up session and ideas for 

follow-up.    

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1GxcyfhSAyCil88EsqMBds5kl2kLFo4FD?usp=drive_link
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Program 
Session 
# 

Day Date Program 

Sunday 1/10/2023 Arrival 

Monday 2/10/2023 1) Introduction on Groenpact
2) Sustainability challenges in

the Netherlands
3) Dutch Green Deal “Nature

Inclusive agriculture in
Green Education”

(By a Manager of
Cluster 
International and 
Education, SK&I, 
Min. Agriculture,
Nature and Food 
Quality  

Visit Farm of the Future 

Introduction Aeres Group 

Visit Warmonderhof (Aeres 
TVET) 

Tour Aeres Farms 

Tuesday 3/10/2023 Introduction on UCAB and 
perspective for cooperation 

Professorship Nature inclusive 
Farming at Vocational level 

Professorship at University of 
applied Sciences level  

Presentation of the Ukraine 
Agriculture and Food security 
Platform 

General introduction to WUR 

Minor Sustainable Agriculture 
and Consumption 

Insights from the Global 
Network of Lighthouse Farms 

Re-Ge-Nl 

Wednesday 4/10/2023 HAS Green Academy and 
YuvertaTVET 

Regenerative Farming 
Practices 

Thursday 5/10/2023 Hogeschool van Hall 
Larenstein 

Living Labs on Nature Inclusive 
Farming 

Wrap up Session 

mailto:Reinoud%20Nuijten%20%3cr_nuijten@icloud.com%3e
mailto:F.M.H.Boselie@minlnv.nl
mailto:F.M.H.Boselie@minlnv.nl
https://farmofthefuture.nl/en/
mailto:pieter.dewolf@wur.nl
mailto:w.bekkering@aeres.nl
mailto:h.holleman@aeres.nl
https://www.warmonderhof.nl/
mailto:r.hendriks@aeres.nl
mailto:w.stapel@aeres.nl
https://ucab.ua/en/
mailto:lissitsa@ucab.ua
mailto:i.sturkenboom@terra.nl
mailto:a.schaap@has.nl
mailto:Asselt,%20ing.%20W.H.%20van%20(Willemien)%20%3cw.h.vanasselt@minezk.nl%3e
mailto:Asselt,%20ing.%20W.H.%20van%20(Willemien)%20%3cw.h.vanasselt@minezk.nl%3e
mailto:Botden,%20Tjallie%20%3ctjallie.botden@wur.nl%3e
mailto:Botden,%20Tjallie%20%3ctjallie.botden@wur.nl%3e
mailto:Simeonova,%20Vanya%20%3cvanya.simeonova@wur.nl%3e
mailto:arni.janssen@wur.nl
mailto:Mariana.debernardini@wur.nl
mailto:Mariana.debernardini@wur.nl
mailto:margriet.goris@wur.nl
mailto:Esther%20Vennekens%20%3cE.Vennekens@has.nl%3e
mailto:j.vdmortel@has.nl
mailto:ingrid.devries@hvhl.nl
mailto:Eweg,%20Rik%20%3crik.eweg@hvhl.nl%3e
mailto:Rankenberg,%20Ben%20%3cben.rankenberg@hvhl.nl%3e
mailto:Bakhuisen,%20K.S.E.%20(Karen)%20%3ck.s.e.bakhuisen@minlnv.nl%3e
mailto:jsteverink@zone.college
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Summary of the sessions 

Monday, 2 October 2023 

Session #1 : Introduction by Ministry of Agriculture, Nature and Food Safety 
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Session #2: visit to Farm of the Future 
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Session #3: Introduction to Aeres Dronten 
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Session #4: Visit to Warmonderhof 

Ruud Hendriks is professor for Circular Agriculture at Warmonderhof, one of Aeres’ TVET schools. 

Warmonderhof specialises in organic farming with a number of different courses for students and 

professionals. 

“As a Circular Agriculture Practor for (TVET) education and soil fertility teacher, I work on knowledge 

about soil-nurturing agriculture. With this website I want to contribute to creating an image of cycles 

based on healthy and vital soil. “Circular agriculture”, it seems like a simple concept and technically it 

is: “Just use residual flows as raw materials and natural sources in moderation and only in a 

regenerative way”. This is essentially it. But how can this be socially shaped, i.e. how will agriculture 

and society in the Netherlands do this in about ten years in a way that ensures farming remains 

https://landbouwkringlopen.nl/
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possible? That is a mega transition. As great as the agricultural change that Mansholt has initiated, I 

see the change we are now working on as great. We have left the era of change behind us, we now 

face a change of era. Towards an era with far fewer inputs from outside and much more regional 

agriculture in which care for soil and biodiversity, among other things, is leading.” 

Source: landbouwkringlopen – Kringloop, een woord in 2020, realiteit in 2030? 

https://landbouwkringlopen.nl/
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Tuesday, 3 October 2023 

The morning program of Tuesday 3rd at Wageningen University and Research (WUR) was dedicated to 

a round table dialogue. Co-hosted by Reinoud Nuijten (agric. Counsellor)  and Vanya Simeonova 

(WUR) a number of initiatives were presented and discussed. In this chapter, the highlights of each 

presentation are summarised. The conclusions and recommendations that follow are described in the 

Follow up section. 

Session #5: Presentation by Alex Lissitsa, Ukrainian Agribusiness Club (UCAB) 
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At the end of his inspirational presentation, Alex proposes the formation of a ‘Dutch-Ukrainian 

Regenerative Agriculture Center’, with the following mission:  

This proposal was well received and will be further elaborated during the follow up session 
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Session #6: Education on Nature inclusive agriculture in TVET 
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Session #7: Regenerative agriculture in higher professional education 

Aafke Schaap works as a teacher/researcher for the professorship Nature Inclusive Farming at HAS 

Green Academy  
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Session #8: Ukraine Agriculture and Food security Platform 

----------------- 

Session #9: Wageningen University and Research 

Tjallie Botden gives a brief overview of the educational offer and organisation of WUR 
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Session #10 : Minor Sustainable Agriculture and Consumption
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Session #11: Insights from the Global Network of Lighthouse Farms 
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Session#12: Re-Ge-NL 
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Wednesday, 4 October 2023  

Session#13: Introduction to HAS Green Academy and Yuverta TVET 
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Session#14:  Regenerative Farming Practices 
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Thursday, 5 October 2023 

Session#15 : introduction to Hogeschool van Hall Larenstein 
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Session#16: Living Labs on Nature inclusive circular agriculture 
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Wrap up session 

After the last presentation by Hogeschool van Hall Larenstein, the mission was concluded with a 
wrap up session. During this session, participants gave their feedback on the program and advised on 
short- en midterm follow up activities.  

Topics that were perceived as inspirational were amongst others:  the level of networking and 
communication of Dutch universities, governmental agencies and farmers/business, the Groenpact 
philosophy and strategy, students' answers about the importance of implementing regenerative 
agriculture for the nature, teachers and the visit to the Farm of the Future. Topics that were missed 
during the program were amongst others: more real agrarian practice of green regenerative 
technologies, distance learning opportunities, information on bio stimulants, more meetings with 
farmers associations and students, sight-seeing.  

The main ideas regarding short-term needs with respect to regenerative agriculture were amongst 
others: on-line lectures by Dutch teachers and scientists, examples of curricula of educational 
programmes, books/syllabi for teachers and students, exchange programmes for students. The main 
ideas with respect to possible next steps were amongst others: make arrangements on guest-
lectureships, on-line exchange of lecturers and students, cooperation on Erasmus-project on 
biological farming, organisation of joint scientific conferences and research, organise cooperation on 
extension work, curriculum review/development (integration of regenerative agriculture), sharing 
best practices in agriculture,  common training programmes for lecturers, common social action 
projects for citizens, establishment of double degree programmes.  

The partners furthermore concluded that the mission was very constructive and gave good insights in 
available expertise, from different perspectives on Regenerative Agriculture. The hospitality and 
openness of the Dutch institutes was very much appreciated. After the online meetings in March and 
April 2023, this visit has really strengthened and deepened the relationships. There were good 
opportunities to exchange viewpoints and ideas, establish contacts, and explore ideas for future 
collaboration, work on establishment of a special centre (Duran!). 

Follow up 

The partners agreed that further cooperation in the field of education in relation to Regenerative 
Agriculture is for mutual benefit. Both countries need to prepare and educate for a transition 
towards a more sustainable, nature inclusive and regenerative agriculture. By joining forces, these 
transitions can be accelerated.  

The results of the wrap-up session regarding short-term needs and possible next steps, and the 
initiatives and suggestions that came out during the Round Table meeting organised on Tuesday 2nd 
at WUR in Wageningen, led to a number of ideas for follow up activities (see results wrap-up 
session).  

Future cooperation could take place under the Dutch-Ukrainian Regenerative Agriculture Centre (to 
be established), as presented by Mr Alex Lissitsa, President of UCAB.  The centre could serve as an 
umbrella for multiple activities and initiatives, as defined during the wrap-up session and Round 
Table.  

The main objectives of this centre could be: 
- Knowledge transfer: share expertise, best practices, advanced technologies.
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- Capacity building of Ukrainian farmers, researchers, agricultural education.
- Teacher training, study tours
- Sustainable Growth: fostering sustainable and environmentally friendly agricultural practices in

Ukraine.
To reach these objectives, use can be made of existing cooperation projects, eg. Agrokebety with 
UCAB, “Incredible villages of Ukraine” competition, and the Agroportal.ua. The stakeholders in this 
collaboration agree to explore facilities to support this centre and its activities in the near future.  

In December 2023 - January 2024 LNV / Groenpact acceleration programme on internationalisation, 
UCAB and RVO will discuss the desired, more collective follow-up of the mission and next steps. 
Meanwhile, all institutions are kindly invited to take any desired action themselves with respect to 
cooperation!   

If you have any suggestions of recommendations in this regard, please do not hesitate to contact us 
and stay involved. 

http://www.agroportal.ua/
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Annex I: 
Participants 

1a) Delegation 

Poltava SAU 

NUBIP of Ukraine, Kyiv 

Tavria SAU 

Kherson SAEU 

Chernigiv Politehnica University 

Sumy NAU 

Mykolayiv NAU 

Podilskiy NAU 

Sumy NAU 

UCAB, Agrokebety 

Agricultural Counsellor / Landbouwraad for Ukraine, Ministry of 

LNV Senior Policy Advisor SK&I / Manager Groenpact Acceleration 

Programme on internationalisation, Ministry of LNV Programme 

manager Zone College / Secretary Groenpact Acceleration 

programme on internationalisation 

Mission Support Manager RVO 

Mission Support Officer RVO 




